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INACHIS
(Inachis io — Peacock butterfly)

Inachis is the first of three violin solos commissioned by the baroque violinist
Maya Homburger to be featured on a set of CDs with the solo partitas and sona-
tas by J.S. Bach.

The titles of all three pieces are named after butterflies — at Maya Homburger’s
request.

Whilst the solo can be played on a modern violin, tuned A440, it is the baroque
violin (A415) and its particular musical colouration that defined the tessatura of
the piece. So the virtuosic passages are composed within the appropriate range,
taking into account the special sonorities of the instrument.

There are however various passages within Inachis that might be described as
unusual for the baroque violin. These passages exploit a combination of light
finger pressure upon the strings and bowing at the bridge. This produces a com-
bination of random harmonics (and not so random) that have a translucent qual-
ity — perhaps not dissimilar to the flitting of butterfly wings.



INACHIS

Duration: ca. 15’

Notes

E

Whilst sustaining the open D, play the upper
pitches without breaking the pedal note.

be etc Light left hand finger pressure. Play the given pitches

—======= without making contact with the fingerboard.

Always play molto ponticello.

Repeat the given pitches.

Gor

? 1/4 tone sharp

d 1/4 tone flat

In sections that do not have a specific speed indication:

% Not too fast
ﬁ Fast

Eﬁ Ritardando

The half note (d) speed should be approx. MM. 44 but may vary according

@ Calm, without nuance to the player’s “feel” for the progess of this almost ritualistic end section.

Accidentals apply only to the notes they precede. Notes without accidentals are clearly to be understood
as natural.



for Maya Homburger

INACHIS
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Free bowing. Avoid breaking the pedal note when changing bow or pitch.

Calm, without nuance
con sord.
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